JASON BARRETT
SPECIAL PROSECUTING ATTORNEY

STATE OF ARKANSAS
323 Center Street Phone (501) 682-3671
Suite 750 Fax (501) 682-5004
Little Rock, AR 72201 jbarrett@arkpa.org

July 2, 2025

The Honorable Joanna Taylor
Courthouse

280 N. College, 5™ Floor
Fayetteville, AR 72701

Re: Special Prosecutor’s Investigation of the Washington County Sheriff’s Office

Dear Judge Taylor:

Recently, I was appointed to investigate and, if necessary, prosecute any crimes that might arise
from several issues that were ongoing with the Washington County Sheriff’s Office.
Specifically, there were allegations made alleging that certain employees had committed a theft
by taking property from the Sheriff's Office or by using property belonging to the county on
personal projects. After reviewing the thorough investigation completed by the Arkansas State
Police, the file does not demonstrate conduct that should be treated as a theft of property under
Arkansas law.

The main allegation of theft involved the taking of materials from the Washington County
Maintenance Shed, for use on the construction of an employee’s personal residence. The
investigation did not prove this to be true, as the wiring present at the maintenance shed was
commercial grade wiring while the wiring at the home in question was residential grade wiring.
As such, no charges are warranted from this allegation.

Similarly, there were allegations that county equipment or property was being used by employees
to complete projects on personal property. These allegations have merit, and there is evidence
that supports the accusations. However, it is my opinion that this would be better termed as a
public funds type of illegal exaction, rather than a theft of property. While there might be
occasions where an illegal exaction is so egregious that it could be treated as a theft, I do not find



that these actions rise to that level. As such, I will not file a criminal charge as it relates to these
facts. The proper remedy here is found in the Arkansas Constitution Article XVI, § 13, which
gives rise to a civil cause of action in cases of illegal exaction. As I have been appointed as a
Special Prosecuting Attorney and not a county civil attorney, I will leave a decision to handle this
cause of actions to others.

Thank you for your time and attention to my findings. Please let me know if you have any
additional questions or concerns.

Special Prosecuting Attorney

Cc: SA Jaran McCormick, Arkansas State Police — via email transmission



