Ridenoure interview summary (Baker).

Washington County Chief of Staff Michael Stewart and Deputy County Attorney Catherine Baker
interviewed Steven Ridenoure, Lieutenant (retired) on October 7, 2024. Stewart opened by asking what
Ridenoure might know about misuse of county equipment, such as the skid steer and the lift, and the
selling of county property at the scrapyard. Ridenoure stated the county purchased the skid steer, then
Weathers took it and he didn’t see it for months. At the time, Ridenoure was the lieutenant over the
Services Department, which was over Transport and Community Service. Ridenoure stated he did not
know the Sheriff's Office had a skid steer until an employee told him that they did, and that it was at
Weathers’ house. Roy was the one who told him this. Ridenoure stated there was also a lift being used
at Weathers’ house, and a welder that was gone for two years. Ridenoure stated he was lieutenant over
this department for two years, and never saw the welder. Roy is the one who brought this to his
attention also. Ridenoure stated there was also a pole saw that was brought back, but was damaged
because it had been dropped in water, and they had it fixed. Stewart asked what kind of pole saw it is,
Ridenoure answered that it is gas powered, and the welder is also gas powered. Ridenoure stated he
had done reports on these (OPC reports), Stewart answered that the sheriff’s office turned over what
we believe is everything, but that new details are coming up.

Stewart asked if Ridenoure knew why the skid steer was purchased, what the justification was.
Ridenoure said he didn’t know, he didn’t even know they had one. Baker asked if Ridenoure was
involved in the purchases, or who would be involved in that decision-making. Ridenoure answered that
he had looked into it (he was an investigator on the OPC), he was told that Weathers had carte blanche
to buy whatever he wants to with his budget. Baker asked who supervises Weathers. Ridenoure
answered “| don’t know.” Ridenoure said he asked Weathers about this, and was told to mind his
business. Weathers further stated “if he gets in trouble for the skid steer, there’s also going to be people
go down with him as well, cause it had also been at Josh McConnell’s house.” Baker asked if he knew of
other people he might be referring to, and Ridenoure replied his personal belief is it’s been to all the
higher-ups’ places. Ridenoure states in his interview of Franco, Franco stated he was with either
Weathers or Caudle when they dropped the skid steer off at McConnell’s house, but that it's in his OPC
report. Ridenoure couldn’t remember which person Franco said he was with.

Baker asked what the procedure would be in a situation where an employee at the Sheriff's
Office observes something very out of the ordinary, out of line. Ridenoure stated the process is to tell
your supervisor in writing or verbally, but in this situation a lot of people would not say anything about
McConnell, because he’s a Major and nothing’s going to happen to him, and I've got to live under him
now, and he’s going to know | told on him. “And that’s why I’'m speaking freely, they have nothing on me
no more. | don’t have any ties to them.” Baker asked if it might be common for employees to not report
wrongdoing by higher ups, and Ridenoure stated “Sure, because they’re bullies. They’re terrified. I'm
going to tell you, that place is ... it’s toxic. Ok, I'm just going to be honest with you. It’s very toxic.” Baker
asked what he meant when he says they're bullies, he replied, “I’'m not gonna tell on him, because his
buddy’s going to crucify me, so...” Baker asked what crucify means. “Get you fired, get you written up,
get you ... just whatever. Get you in trouble.”

Stewart asked if all the attachments to the skid steer were purchased at the same time as the
skid steer or if they showed up later. Ridenoure replied that there’s a photo of Weathers loading up the
attachments to take to his house, that Roy took the photo.
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Stewart asked about the electrical wire. Ridenoure heard that Weathers was using wire from the
county for his shop. Stewart remarked this was the first time we had heard it was for his shop Weathers
was building, rather than his house.

Baker asked if Ridenoure knew anything about the lunches or meals in Weathers’ shop. He
replied he did not, that he did not have access to the shop. “In his shop, no one gets in there unless he
wants them there. No one has access... Captain Ake couldn’t even get in there, and he’s a captain...
You've got convicted felons going in a door the sarge cannot go in. | don’t know why. That’s weird
though.” Ridenoure expressed concern that the 309s have access to this shop but even some of the high
ranking officers do not, unless invited by Weathers. He gave the example that 18-year-old girls work in
the jail, and one of the 309s could take one of them in Weathers’ shop and no one could get in there.

Ridenoure talked about how after the Walmart Shareholders meeting each year, Walmart will
donate a lot of leftover soft drinks or snacks in bulk to the Sheriff’s Office, like Pop Tarts and Gatorade.
They tell the Sheriff's Office to come get it, or they'll toss it. It is a bulk amount of items they load up on
a trailer. Typically they set a portion aside for Camp Rescue and let the employees take home the rest.
After the most recent donation, when employees were told to go out and take what they want, “Major
McConnell comes out and starts chewing everybody out, no no no, nobody gets nothing.” These
donated items were forklifted into Weathers shop, and Ridenoure doesn’t know what happened to it
after that. “It’s just weird. It doesn’t make no sense.”

Stewart asked if Franco talked about wanting to get moved back closer to home. Ridenoure
answered yes, and that he remembered Franco asked the state 309 coordinator to see if he could be
moved, approximately summer of 2023, when the state coordinator visited the jail. Stewart asked if he
thought Franco might start saying things in order to be moved. Ridenoure stated he knows Franco is a
convict and could very likely lie. But he didn’t think he was. Baker asked if he talked about wanting to be
moved from the beginning, or if it came up later. Ridenoure didn’t know, but he knew Franco talked to
the 309 coordinator from Little Rock when he came to visit the facility to conduct drug testing.

Stewart asked if 309 Franco was assigned to Weathers, Ridenoure said yes, and that 309 Lewis
was assigned to Weathers and Caudle prior to Franco. Ridenoure says this is how it all started, that
Franco said Lewis was “always loaded from money that Kory and Sam gave [Weathers and Caudie]”.
Franco told Weathers or Caudle he had a daughter who needed money. Ridenoure says “they didn’t bite
the first time,” but that when they scrapped the AC units they said they’d give Franco “a little bit of
money”, and that he either didn’t get any or didn’t get enough, and “that’s what torched him [Franco]
off” and he started griping to anyone who would listen, all the 309s, all the boots on the ground out
there. Ridenoure believes Franco’s complaints about Weathers and Caudle stem from this. Ridenoure
states Franco was talking a lot about this, so Ridenoure took him aside and asked him to talk to him
about it privately, then Ridenoure took it to Captain East. Ridenoure and East called Franco into the
office, and told him not to speak to others about this, that if there are any further incidents speak only
to Ridenoure or East. Ridenoure said that after that, Franco came to him every day with something. And
that every time Franco reported something, Ridenoure would write it up and give it to Captain East.
Baker asked how much cash Lewis was said to have earned, Ridenoure said he didn’t know, but that
Franco said he was loaded. Ridenoure explained that 309’s are only supposed to have $50 cash on them,
and that the rest is supposed to be left with Lindabury in the safe, but that they often have more. This
cash would be spent at Walmart, things like that, snacks. Stewart asked about Lindabury’s safe.
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Ridenoure said it’s in Lindabury’s office, that he keeps the 309 cash in it. Stewart asked if Ridenoure had
seen the safe, he answered yes, then was asked the size, he answered it’s a little box safe. That when
you go in Lindabury’s office it was right inside his office on the left-hand side, that Ridenoure has seen
cash in it. The safe has a log for signing cash in and out for each 309, and that each has his own folder
and it has tallies on it. The cash is physically in the folder for the 309, and all the folders are in the safe.
Ridenoure clarified that this was not for all the 309s in the jail, but the 309s in the shop (Maintenance
and Community Service), probably six or eight of them. There’s a cash box in master control for cash
that’s brought in from outside, and Misty Walton keeps the cash for other 309s that work in the regular
jail.

Baker asked if there was any other cash that came into Lindabury’s office that was not 309 cash.
Ridenoure answered “yeah, there was a stash of cash in David Lindabury’s glovebox” of his county
vehicle. Lindabury told Ridenoure this was made from picking up and recycling brass from the firing
range and was used to get guns engraved when “certain of us” retired. Baker asked how much cash was
in the envelope, Ridenoure said over $2,000, “a pretty good wad”. Baker asked to clarify that this
particular envelope of cash was not ever kept in Lindabury’s desk or safe, but only in the glovebox.
Ridenoure confirmed this. (During this investigation Lindabury has been out on medical leave).
Ridenoure said that Lindabury called him joking that Chief Tabor and Tion Augustine drove out to his
house and he thought they were checking on him after his surgery, but “they weren't checking on me at
all, they just wanted that money out of that glovebox!” Baker asked if Lindabury said what they wanted
it for, Ridenoure answered “that was when all this hit, so everybody was trying to cover it, cover up.”
Baker asked if Ridenoure knew how Tabor and Augustine would know about this envelope to go out
there and get it, he answered no. Baker asked if it was common knowledge, Ridenoure answered no,
that he himself didn’t know until David told him.

Baker asked how often someone would retire, that this cash fund would potentially be accessed,
and about how much the engraving would cost. Ridenoure answered he didn’t know about cost, but
that it would be “once in a blue moon”, that there had been three in the past six months, but prior to
that maybe one every year or two. Ridenoure wasn’t told of anything else the funds were used for, that
it was a “slush fund” for getting guns engraved.

Baker asked if Ridenoure ever went with anyone to sell brass or recyclables, or if he had ever
seen any of the scrap receipts, and he said no. Stewart asked he meant just with the brass, or any of the
scrap. Ridenoure stated that Lindabury told him it was from the brass. Stewart asked if Ridenoure knew
which scrapyard was used to sell the brass, he answered no but he assumes it would be either Vaughn’s
or the one behind the city shop. Ridenoure asked if we had seen his OPC reports, Stewart answered yes,
and asked if Ridenoure knew anything about the scrapping Franco told him about. Ridenoure said he
knew it was off the air conditioners, and assumed also copper but didn’t know. Stewart asked if
Ridenoure knew who was involved in going out there and collecting money from it. Ridenoure said yes,
and that he told Franco this matter would be going to an OPC, not to talk about it, and that an
investigator would talk with him about it. The officer assigned to conduct the OPC was Frisard. Franco
came and told Ridenoure “throwing a fit” about this saying “How come he’s investigating? Hell, he’s in
on it... him and Kory (Weathers) are besties. After they done the transactions, he was with them when
they went and sold the stuff. How the hell is he going to investigate it?” Ridenour wrote this up and gave
it to Captain East, and the investigation was taken over by Augustine.
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Ridenoure expressed frustration that Franco was “shipped off” right when this matter came up
as an OPC. Baker asked if Ridenoure knew anything about the circumstances around Franco being
shipped off. Ridenoure answered no, that he just got told that it was ADC’s call. Ridenoure expressed
that his opinion is that Franco should have stayed at the jail until the OPC was concluded. Baker asked if
Franco's transfer seemed different from other 309 transfers, Ridenour answered no but that it was very
fast, the next day. Baker asked if Franco was housed differently before he left, Ridenour answered yes
he was held in a holding cell, which is common practice. Nothing seemed unusual about the process to
Ridenoure except the speed of it, and that he thought it was weird that Franco left just when they were
getting to the meat of the investigation, and that usually an inmate is held two or three days before they
go, but Franco was gone the next morning. Baker asked if there were any comments made regarding
Franco’s departure. Ridenoure said among the 309s, the word was “Don’t ever tell on anybody, that's
what you get. Keep your mouth shut”. Baker asked if any of the other 309s complained about anything
around selling scrap, working on people’s homes, or any concerns about the ethics of the deputies.
Ridenoure said the 309s complain all the time, about working too hard, it being too hot, etc., but after
everything Franco had said, the other 309s starting referring to Weathers, Caudle, and McConnell as
“crooks”. Baker asked how McConnell got painted with this same brush as Weathers and Caudle.
Ridenoure answered it's because he and Frisard were tight, and Frisard was with them when they sold
the scrap. And that McConnell took the skid steer and scissor lift to his house and did work.

Baker asked about hand tools, if there were sets assigned or particular sets for a shop.
Ridenoure answered that prior to Weathers adding his own shop at the detention center, all the tools
were just in the main shop, and that’s where everyone would get their tools. But now he doesn’t know
how Weathers runs his shop, that “he has his own system over there”. Baker asked if a maintenance
man might have a set of tools for his truck and another for the shop. Ridenoure answered no, that “the
only ones that have the trucks out there is the Community Service guys. If there’s tools in there that's
their own personal tools that they’ve purchased. And then the county tools stay in the shop.” She asked
whether there would be multiple brands of tools, he answered no. Stewart asked for clarification,
whether Weathers and Caudle had their own tool sets for their trucks, from the Maintenance shop,
rather than the Community Service shop. Ridenoure didn’t know, he had been talking about the
Community Service shop, not Weathers’ shop.

Ridenoure emphasized that nobody can just go into Weathers’ shop. “Nobody goes in there,
nobody touches his stuff. And if you try to go in there he bitches, pardon my language, and if you try to
use any of his stuff he gripes, and if you ask about anything you get told, mind your business”. Baker
asked where those gripes go, who it is that helps Weathers enforce his rules about the shop and
equipment. “Nobody’s gonna mess with Kory (Weathers), first of all he’s pretty arrogant, and then the
second thing is he’s gonna have McConnell, who's a big bully, to take care of him.” Stewart asked if
Weathers reports to McConnell, to which Ridenoure replied no. “To my knowledge, Kory’s his own man,
I don’t know. | don’t know who he reports to. (long pause) | used to kind of like him, but he just kinda ...
his moral compass’s on sideways, in my opinion.”

Baker asked if Ridenoure knew anything about the AC units coming off the building, he
answered he just knew we got new ones and were replacing old ones, and that the boiler was worn out
and had to be chopped up to get it out of the building.
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Stewart asked what is done with the receipts when something is hauled off for recycling.
Ridenoure didn’t know, but said now, “after all this hit”, he has to fill out paperwork down at the
sheriff’s office and also at the courthouse, and gives the cash to Bobby on the first floor (Bobby Hill,
County Treasurer). Stewart asked if Ridenoure thought Lindabury’s glovebox money could be proceeds
from this old procedure, Ridenoure said Lindabury said he’d had that cash for years, since he became
the Sergeant over Community Service.

Ridenoure said there was another transaction after the OPC, he didn’t know what, but there was
cash from recycling in Ridenoure’s mailbox, about $35. That they had sold some old blades or
something, so Ridenoure took it to McConnell, “because he’s the one who’s chewing everybody out
about this money,” and is making everyone follow the new procedure. He had Ridenoure fill out forms,
then went with him into Tabor’s office and asked what to do next. Ridenoure then brought it to the
Treasurer at the courthouse.

Baker asked if people had things they had personally purchased delivered to the sheriff’s office,
he said no. That someone ordered a gun one time from an armorer’s class, and they got a letter from
the sheriff and avoided some red tape, but that was the only incident he knew of.
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